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Foreword





Introduction

Bayview Hunters Point community residents and Greenaction for 
Health and Environmental Justice blockaded the gates of PG&E’s  
Hunter’s Point power plant. State and PG&E officials announced the 
closure of the plant just weeks after this protest.



Understanding the Stakes



In July of 2005, PODER and the Mission Anti Displacement Coalition 

organized a grassroots forum to bring together young people, families, and 

elders in our community to learn how to leverage strong community benefits 

from the proposed land use changes in their neighborhood.



Understanding the Data



Toxic Releases and Geographic Proximity
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Figure 2:  People by Race/Ethnicity (2000) and Proximity to an Active 
Toxic Release (2003) in the 9-County Bay Area
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Figure 3:  Percentage Households within One Mile of an Active TRI 
(2003) by Income and Race/Ethnicity in the 9-County Bay Area

Less than 1 

mile

Between 1 

mile and 2.5 

miles

More than 

2.5 miles 

away

Percent persons in poverty 12% 9% 6%

Median per capita income $19,702 $25,140 $34,187

Percent home owner 52% 57% 61%

Percent industrial, commercial and 

transportation land use 17% 9% 5%

Population density (persons per square mile) 9,202 10,107 9,748

Percent employed in manufacturing 19% 16% 12%

Percent recent immigrants (1980s and later) 26% 21% 15%

TRI Proximity

Table 1: Demographic and Land Use Characteristics of Tracts 
(2000) in Relation to Proximity to an Active TRI Facility (2003) 
in the 9-County Bay Area



Ambient Air Toxics and Estimated Health Effects

Model variables

Coeff. 

Sign

Stat. 

Sig.

Coeff. 

Sign

Stat. 

Sig.

% owner occupied housing units - ** -
ln(per capita income) - *** - ***
ln(population density) - ** - **
% manufacturing employment + *** + ***
% African American + *** + ***
% Latino + *** + **
% Asian/Pacific Islander - -
% linguistically isolated households + *
* indicates significance at the .10 level;

** indicates significance at the .05 level;

*** indicates significance at the .01 level N = 1,403 N = 1,403

Table 2: Multivariate Correlates of Neighborhood Proximity 
to an Active Toxic Release in the 9-County Bay Area 
(Proximate = Within 1 Mile)



Model variables

Coeff. 

Sign

Stat. 

Sig.

Coeff. 

Sign

Stat. 

Sig.

Coeff. 

Sign

Stat. 

Sig.

Coeff. 

Sign

Stat. 

Sig.

% owner occupied housing units - *** - *** - *** - ***
relative per capita income (tract/state) + *** + *** + *** + ***
relative per capita income squared - *** - *** - *** - ***
ln(population density) + *** + *** + *** + ***
% industrial/commercial/transportation 

land use + *** + *** + *** + ***
% African American + *** + *** + *** + ***
% Latino + *** + ** + *** + ***
% Asian/Pacific Islander + *** + *** + *** + ***
% linguistically isolated households + *** -
* indicates significance at the .10 level;

** indicates significance at the .05 level;

*** indicates significance at the .01 level N = 1,402N = 1,402N = 1,402N = 1,402

Cancer Risk Respiratory Hazard

Table 4: Multivariate Correlates of Estimated Cancer and Non-Cancer Risk in the 
9-County Bay Area

Least risk

Middle 

range Most risk

Lowest 

hazard 

ratio

Middle 

range

Highest 

hazard 

ratio

Percent Anglo 68% 48% 39% 66% 49% 33%

Percent African American 4% 7% 16% 5% 6% 16%

Percent Latino 17% 20% 17% 18% 19% 24%

Percent Asian Pacific Islander 7% 21% 24% 7% 22% 23%

Percent Other 4% 4% 4% 4% 4% 4%

Percent home owner 70% 61% 28% 71% 59% 34%

Median per capita income $28,231 $28,187 $22,973 $27,137 $29,329 $20,487

Percent persons in poverty 7% 8% 15% 7% 8% 15%

Population density (persons 

per square mile) 2,929 8,175 24,194 2,603 9,346 19,425

Percent industrial, 

commercial and 

transportation land use 3% 8% 17% 4% 8% 20%

Percent recent immigrants 

(1980s and later)
10% 21% 24% 10% 21% 26%

Cancer Risk Respiratory Hazard

Table 3: Demographic and Land Use Characteristics of Census Tracts 
by Estimated Cancer and Non-Cancer Risk Category



Potential Policy Implications



Chinese & Latino youth from southeast San Francisco work with 

PODER and the Chinese Progressive Association to organize a com-

munity media event that highlighted the results of a community survey 

and grassroots community planning process. 





On October 18 2005 the Bay Area Ditching Dirty Diesel Collaborative distributed 

more than 8,000 informational anti-idling fliers to diesel truck and bus drivers, as 

well as local residents. loophole The California Air Resources Board (CARB) 

held a hearing two days later in which they closed a loophole that allowed 

truckers with sleeper cabs to idle their vehicles overnight, effective 2008.



Looking Forward



 http://www.epa.gov/
ttn/atw/nata1999/

!

Technical Appendix
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Selected Web Resources

• 

http://www.lungusa.

org/site/pp.asp?c=dvLUK9O0E&b=22542

• 

http://www.baaqmd.

gov/

• 

http://

ehtracking.berkeley.edu/

• 

http://

www.arb.ca.gov/homepage.htm

• 

http://www.catracking.com

• 

http://

www.calepa.ca.gov/EnvJustice

• 

http://

www.ccaej.org/

• 

http://www.

chej.org/index.htm

• 

http://www.

cbecal.org

• 
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http://www.calasthma.

org

• 

http://www.environmentalhealth.org/

• 

 http://www.mapcruzin.com/EI/ 

• 

 http://www.ggu.edu/school_

of_law/academic_law_programs/jd_program/

environmental_law/environmental_law_justice_

clinic 

• 

http://www.greenaction.org/

• 

http://www.nrdc.org/

• 

http://www.pacinst.

org/

• 

http://svtc.etoxics.org/

• 

http://seas.

stanford.edu/

• 

http://www.sff.org/

grantmaking/enviro_ehji.html

• 

http://www.

transcoalition.org/

• builds power in 

low-income communities and communities 

of color by combining education, advocacy, 

research and coalition building to advance 

environmental, economic and social justice in 

the Bay Area. See http://urbanhabitat.org/

• 

http://www.

epa.gov/ttn/atw/nata1999/

• 

:http://www.epa.gov/

tri/tridata/tri03/index.htm
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